
1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
Page No. 1 

REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 1 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED. 

LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  

1. Approved deviation is being requested for some of the Approximate dimensions required, to
be used in place of Page TS-3, Vehicle Description, 4.1 General Description, 4.1.i (list
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:
For the 40’ Catalyst Bus:

• Wheelbase: The wheelbase for the 40’ Catalyst is 296” instead of the desired 279”.
• Front Step Height (Maximum): The height of the front step is 17” instead of the

desired 15.5”.
• Floor Height (Maximum): The floor height is 17” instead of the desired 16”.
• Break-over Angle: The breakover angle of the 40’ Catalyst is 7.7 degrees, below the

desired 10.7 degrees.

For the 35’ Catalyst Bus: 

• Wheelbase: The wheelbase for the 35’ Catalyst is 237” instead of the desired 230”.
• Front Step Height (Maximum): The height of the front step is 17” instead of the

desired 15.5”.
• Floor Height (Maximum): The floor height is 17” instead of the desired 16”.
• Break-over Angle: The breakover angle of the 35’ Catalyst is 8.8 degrees, below the

desired 12.8 degrees.

This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Purpose of these deviations is to allow for the placement of the High
Voltage (HV) batteries under the floor, between the axles.

4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal,
state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES

5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed
approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first):

A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 
Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
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B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
 
One of the major benefits of the Catalyst vehicle is the placement of the battery packs under 
the floor and between the wheels. Having the batteries located in this location allows for the 
following benefits: 

• Lower center of gravity, better handling 
• Increased safety 
• No HV batteries inside the passenger compartment 
• Batteries are lower than the side impact height for automobiles 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
 
Below is a screen shot of the underbody of the Proterra Catalyst vehicle: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Much like major automotive electric vehicle designs (Tesla, GM, Nissan, etc.), Proterra 
locates the batteries below the floor in order to optimize the design. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 2 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for a composite, monocoque body, to be used in 

place of Page TS-5, 5. Crashworthiness, (f) side impact barrier (list technical specification or 
other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The 35’ and 40’ Catalyst vehicles have a composite, monocoque body that provides side 
impact protection without the need of a steel plate between the front wheel arches and the 
rear suspension.  
 

This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: The composite, monocoque body is the primary structure for the Catalyst 
vehicles. 

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
 
The composite body design produces a bus body that’s stronger and more durable than a 
traditional metal built bus, while simultaneously offering a lighter weight, which allows the 
Catalyst vehicles to be the lightest, most efficient low-floor electric buses as measured at 
Altoona. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
 
The body design was vetted by a third-party engineering firm that conducted a separate, 
independent Finite Element Analysis that confirmed the conclusions from the analysis that 
Proterra and its body manufacturer had already completed. Additionally, LA Metro has the 
most experience operating composite body vehicles in the North American transit industry 
and they recently released a report titled Composite Structure Buses: Current Exoerience & 
Recommendations for Future Bus Purchases which indicates that the “Projected average 
life-time total costs ($/mile) are approximately 9% lower for CompoBuses than for 
steel buses despite higher purchase and overhaul costs. This is due both to lower 
annual maintenance costs and longer bus life (18 years rather than 14)”. The full 
report can be found using the link below (starting on page 9): 
 
http://media.metro.net/board/Items/2015/07_july/20150715atvcitem5.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://media.metro.net/board/Items/2015/07_july/20150715atvcitem5.pdf
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 3 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of fiber reinforced plastics and composite 

material, to be used in place of Page TS-6, 6. Materials, (b) restrictions on use of fiberglass 
or plastic (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Approval to use fiber reinforced plastics and composite in the main structure of the vehicle; 
as the bus body is a composite, monocoque design and therefore utilizes these materials. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Provide primary structure for the vehicles. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution: See REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 2 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
 
See REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 2 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS – 4 
 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for organic corrosion inhibitor coatings, to be used in 

place of Page TS-6, 6. Materials, (g) Exterior bolts, nuts, and washers corrosion protection 
(list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, 
item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Exterior nuts and washers will have organic corrosion inhibitor coatings that meet ASTM 
B117 1,000 hour requirement with no red rust formation or loss of mass.   

 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Prevent corrosion. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution: Interior fasteners may be zinc coated, but exterior nuts, bolts, and 
washers are coated with an organic corrosion inhibitor that has superior corrosion 
performance to zinc, cadmium, or phosphate along with more environmentally friendly 
processes when used.   

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 5 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for all nuts and bolts to be of Domestic origin, to be 

used in place of Page TS-6, 6. Materials, (h) domestic manufacture requirement (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra is requesting a deviation from this requirement as we cannot verify that 100% of our 
bolts, nuts, and washers are of Domestic manufacture. We can attest to their quality, but not 
that their all of Domestic origin. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Securements and fasteners. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Proterra easily meets the FTA’s Buy America requirements for our electric buses and source 
nuts, bolts, and washers from qualified, trusted sources that provide high quality products.   

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 6 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for applying powder-coating over e-coating to the 

metallic structural components under the bus for corrosion protection, to be used in place of 
Page TS-7, Corrosion/Undercoating, 7.b (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The metallic structural components under the bus body (ProDrive, Axles) are first 
electrocoated (e-coated), then powder-coated to ensure maximum corrosion protection to 
meet the 1,000 hour ASTM B117 requirement with no red rust or weight loss. 

 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Corrosion protection. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Superior corrosion protection when compared to zinc chromate or zinc phosphate prime 
paints. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 

 
E-coating is an organic coating method that uses electrical current to deposit paint onto a 
part or assembled product. Parts are placed in an e-coat dip tank and an electric current is 
applied which attracts the paint to the part. The parts are then removed from the dip tank, 
rinsed and then baked to cure the paint.  The e-coating is great for complex shaped parts to 
ensure that all surfaces are coated.  Powder coating on top of the e-coat provides an 
additional layer of coating and corrosion protection that’s more durable than having the part 
e-coated only.   
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 7 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for black underbody and wheelhousings, to be used 

in place of Page TS-6, Corrosion/Undercoating, 7.c, silver or light grey undercoating (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst underbody has a black gel-coat and black protective liner in the 
wheelhousings. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Color of underbody and wheelhousings 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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It would be very difficult to adjust the gel-coat process by the body manufacturer to move 
away from the black gel-coat underbody and the black protective liner in the wheelhousings. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 8 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of an Independent Front Suspension 

manufactured by ZF, to be used in place of Page TS-8, 8.1 Front Axle, Rockwell - Meritor 
heavy-duty standard axle (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page 
TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst utilizes an independent front axle system provided by ZF. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Front Axle 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Benefits include: a smaller turning radius, better ride quality, improved vehicle handling, 
higher roll stiffness, and less load on road surface by reducing unsprung masses. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 9 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a ZF Rear Axle, to be used in place of  

Page TS-7, 8.2 Rear Axle, Rockwell – Meritor standard single reduction axle (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a ZF rear axle in lieu of the Rockwell – Meritor standard single 
reduction axle. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Drive axle 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Standard drive axle for Proterra vehicles, would require heavy redesign to incorporate a new 
rear axle. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 10 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using tires size 305 70R22.5, to be used in place 

of Page TS-8, 8.5 Wheels and Tires, standard tire size (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution: 
Seeking approval to utilize tires that are sized 305 70R22.5. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Tires 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Standard Proterra Catalyst tire sizes. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A  
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 11 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of a Hadley Smart Air Management Systems 

(SAMS) ride height system, to be used in place of Page TS-8, 8.6 Air Suspension, 8.6.e 
Barksdale height control valves (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proposing the use of Proterra’s standard Hadley Smart Air Management Systems (SAMS) 
ride height system in lieu of the Barksdale height control valves. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Height control valves 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
D. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

E. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

F. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:  
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The SAMS system offers the following benefits: 

• The Smart Air Management System by Hadley is an electronically controlled air 
management system that automatically levels the vehicle even in soft terrains or 
parking lots that prohibit jacks. 

• The SAMS system is the first system in the industry to be able to raise and lower the 
chassis while moving at slow speeds. 

• The only automated system integrated with the suspension to control jacks and air 
leveling 

• Eliminates extra control panel for jacks 
• Automatically controls the ride height of vehicle during normal road use resulting in a 

smoother ride over mechanical control valve systems 
• Built-in diagnostics 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 12 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using ZF front radius rods and rear radius rods 

included in the axle systems, to be used in place of Page TS-8, 8.6 Air Suspension, 8.6.f 
Clevite front and O & S rear radius rods (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
ZF front radius rods and rear radius rods included in the axle systems in lieu of the specified 
Clevite front radius rods and O&S rear radius rods. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Radius rod arms. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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See benefits from using Proterra’s standard ZF axles (Requests for Approved Deviation No. 
8 &9)  
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
See tech data from Requests for Approved Deviation No. 8 &9 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 13 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using SACHS shock absorbers, to be used in 

place of Page TS-9, 8.6 Air Suspension, 8.6.i Koni shock absorbers (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles use shock absorbers manufactured by SACHS as they are  
specific to our axles. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Shock absorbers in the air suspension system. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Using the SACHS shock absorbers will not require any redesign efforts on the Proterra 
Catalyst vehicles. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS -14 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for having no rubber axle stops, to be used in place 

of Page TS-9, 8.6 Air Suspension, 8.6.j use of rubber axle stops (list technical specification 
or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
External rubber axle stops are not required due to the design of the Catalyst; where the bus 
will hit the bump stop before the axle would come into contact with the body.   

 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Eliminate jounce. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Design does not require the rubber axle stops. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 15 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using an 18” steering wheel from Vehicle 

Improvement Products with a Proterra logo and a TRW Model TAS85 Power steering 
system, to be used in place of Page TS-9, 8.7 Steering System, 8.7.a Power steering and 
steering wheel (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Substitute a TRW Model TAS85 Power steering system and an 18” steering wheel from 
Vehicle Improvement Products with Proterra logo. 

 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Steering wheel and power steering. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The steering wheel provides the same benefit as the one specified and the power steering 
system is from the same manufacturer, but rated for a heavier axle. 
  

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 16 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for a Bendix-Westinghouse SR-7 Spring Brake 

Control Valve, to be used in place of Page TS-10, 9.1 General, 9.1.b Bendix-Westinghouse 
SR-1 Spring Brake Control Valve (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Swap the specified SR-1 spring brake control valve with Proterra’s standard SR-7 spring 
brake control valve. 

 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Brake control valve 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The SR-7 Spring Brake Modulating Valve is a slightly different model by the same 
manufacturer as the one specified. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 17 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of ZF Brake the Brake Chambers_, to be 

used in place of   Page TS-10, Brakes 9.2.a_ (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution: 
The Proterra Catalyst uses ZF brake chambers. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Brake chambers. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   

 



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 34 

 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 18 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using regenerative braking, to be used in place of   

Page TS-10, 9.3 Service Brakes, 9.3.a brake retarder (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Swap the brake retarder with regenerative braking. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose:  
Retarders (and regenerative braking) serve to slow vehicles, or maintain a steady speed 
while traveling down a hill, and help prevent the vehicle from "running away" by accelerating 
down the hill. 

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Catalyst electric bus uses regenerative braking that recaptures up to 92% energy which 
helps the overall vehicle efficiency and also serves to slow the vehicle and extend the life of 
the service brakes.  

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 37 

 

REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 19 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of a separate regenerative braking light, to be 

used in place of Page TS-10, 9.3 Service Brakes, 9.3.c brake lights during auxiliary braking 
(list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, 
item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst comes with a separate, standard Regen braking light (yellow) that 
activates while the bus is using regenerative braking.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Indicates that the vehicle is being slowed to alert people that the bus is 
being slowed down. 

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 38 

 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The regenerative brake light is a standard function of the Catalyst vehicles and serves the 
same function as lighting up the brake lights during auxiliary braking. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 20 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of Proterra’s standard parking brake, to be 

used in place of Page TS-10, 9.3 Service Brakes, 9.3.d MGM #E3636T parking brake (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Using Proterra’s standard parking brake (Bendix P/N 284726) instead of the one specified in 
the spec. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Parking brake. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Provides the same functionality as the one specified in the RFP. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 21 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of Knorr-Bremse disc brakes, to be used 

in place of Page TS-11, 9.5 Brake Drums, Shoes and Linings, 9.5.a drum brakes (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Replace drum brakes with disc brakes from Knorr-Bremse 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Brakes. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Disc brakes are standard on Proterra Catalyst vehicles and superior to drum brakes in 
performance. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request.  
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 22 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using regenerative braking, to be used in place of   

Page TS-11, 9.7 Brake Retarder (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
See Request for Approved Deviation No. 18 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose:  See Request for Approved Deviation No. 18 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
See Request for Approved Deviation No. 18 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. See Request for Approved Deviation No. 18 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 23 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a Hyrdrovane electric motor driven air 

compressor, to be used in place of Page TS-12, Air Compressor 10.1  (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a Hydrovane electric motor driven air compressor instead of the 
specified Wabco air compressor. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Support bus pneumatic system. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Hydrovane air compressor is electric motor driven and sized appropriately for the air 
system requirements and duty cycle of the bus. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request.  
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 24 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of a single analog air pressure gauge, to 

be used in place of Page TS-12, 10.2 Air Tanks, 10.2.c dual needle air pressure gauges (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a single analog needle to display the lowest air pressure in both 
the primary and secondary reservoirs instead of the specified dual needle air pressure 
gauges.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Display air pressure. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The single air pressure gauge serves the same purpose by displaying the lowest of the two 
systems. 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 25 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for a Bendix air dryer, to be used in place of Page 

TS-12, 10.3 Air Dryer, Duraguard air dryer  (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles utilize a Bendix AD-IS Air Dyer instead of the requested SKF, 
HCT-2000 Duraguard air dryer. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Collect and remove air system contaminants. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Bendix air dryer provides the same / similar performance as the Duraguard air dryer 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 26 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of Continental ContiTech GR5-04 brake 

lines , to be used in place of Page TS-13, 10.5 Brake Lines at Wheels, Parker Hannifin 
Model 293 flexible brake lines (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Authorize Proterra to use the use of Continental ContiTech GR5-04 brake lines instead of 
Parker Hannifin Model 293 flexible brake lines. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Brake lines. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 27 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of electronic motor diagnostics and sensors 

and diagnostic ports at the street side wheel well and rear interior of the vehicle, to be used 
in place of Page TS-14, 11.2 Engine Protection, electronic sensors, Engine Control Module 
self-diagnostic tool, and locations for plug-ins for a diagnostic reader (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles use electronic sensors to monitor and diagnose issues with 
our electronic motor. Additionally, our diagnostic ports are located at the street side wheel 
well and rear interior of the vehicle. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Electronic motor protection and locations for plug-in diagnostic readers. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Proterra’s vehicles have a monitoring system that enables the vehicle to protect the traction 
motor that is similar to the engine protection system described in the specification. And the 
two diagnostic ports just happen to be located in a different place on our vehicles. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 28 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for Adjustable pedals from Kongsburg, to be used in 

place of Page TS-15, 11.3 Engine Throttle Systems, 11.3.a Williams adjustable pedals (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst employs an adjustable pedal solution from Kongsberg in place of the 
Williams adjustable pedals specified. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Throttle and brake pedals. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Kongsberg pedals provide similar performance as the ones from Williams. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 29 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for not supplying an air cleaner, to be used in place 

of Page TS-15, 11.4 Air Cleaner (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:   
Electric buses do not require an air cleaner. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: N/A 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
D. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

E. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

F. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:  N/A 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 30 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Hellermanntyton heavy-duty Polyamide 

mounts, to be used in place of Page TS-16, 11.6 Clamps, stainless steel Breeze clamps (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses Hellermanntyton heavy-duty Polyamide mounts instead of the 
specified stainless steel Breeze clamps. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Clamps that support wires, cables, harness hose or line. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Because the Proterra Catalyst is an electric vehicle, the temperatures in and around the 
“engine” compartment do not reach the temperatures that an internal combustion engine 
reaches and therefore these Hellermanntyton clamps are adequate for our application. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 31 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of an Eaton 2-Speed Transmission , to be 

used in place of Page TS-17, 11.10 Transmission, 11.10.a Allison B400R automatic 
transmission (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses an electronically-controlled pneumatically shifted 2-speed gear 
box (transmission) provided by Eaton.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Allows electric motor to achieve ideal efficiency during start up and at high 
speeds. 

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   

 
The Eaton transmission is one of the reason that the Catalyst broke acceleration and 
efficiency records at Altoona. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 32 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of a “low level” light on the service fill 

panel, to be used in place of Page TS-19, 12.1 Engine Cooling, ground level sight glass for 
the expansion tank (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, 
title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles have a “low level” light on the service fill panel and can be 
displayed on the dash. Additionally, the cooling expansion tank is located on the roof, 
although the system fillable and purgable from ground level service panel on the rear 
curbside of the vehicle. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Indicator of cooling fluid levels. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:  
The Catalyst vehicles cooling level indicator and access for filling and purging the cooling 
system meet the intent of the specification.  

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 65 

 

REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 33 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of DC Spal fans, to be used in place of 

Page TS-19, 12.1 Engine Cooling, EMP electric fan cooling (list technical specification or 
other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses five (5) DC Spal fans on the primary device coolant loop and 
enable Proterra to optimize the cooling system for electronic components.  
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Cooling the primary electronic components (electronic motor, 
transmission, etc.)  

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The DC Spal fans allow Proterra to optimize the cooling system for the electronic 
components. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 34 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using no charge air coolers, to be used in place of 

Page TS-20, 12.3 Chare Air Cooling (list technical specification or other reference number, 
[e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Charge air coolers are not required for electric vehicles. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: N/A 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
D. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

E. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

F. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution: N/A 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 35 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of EPDM hoses, to be used in place of 

Page TS-21, 12.6 Hose/Clamps, premium quality Armet or Flex-Fab silicon hose  (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses an EPDM hose for the cooling system as the lower system 
temperatures present on an electric bus do not require silicone. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Cooling system hoses. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
G. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

H. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

I. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
EPDM hoses are rated for the temperatures present on an electric bus. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
 

Thermal properties of EPDM 

Property Value 

Coefficient of thermal expansion, linear 160 µm/m·K 

Maximum service temperature[5] 150 °C 

Minimum service temperature[5] −50 °C 

Glass transition temperature −54 °C 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EPDM_rubber#cite_note-allseal-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EPDM_rubber#cite_note-allseal-5
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 36 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of Mubea constant tension spring band 

clamps, to be used in place of Page TS-21, 12.6 Hose/Clamps, Breeze or Oetiker stainless 
steel worm type clamps  (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page 
TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles use 15mm wide Mubea constant tension spring band clamps.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Attaching cooling hoses. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Mubea clamps provide the same sealing benefit with an assembly and maintenance 
advantage over the ones specified in the RFP. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 37 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of a DC-DC Converter, to be used in place of 

Page TS-24, 14.1 Alternator and Regulator (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a DC-DC Converter in place of an alternator.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Supply correct voltage power to the bus electronics and charge the house 
batteries. 

 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Electric vehicles do not need an alternator, instead deploying DC-DC Converters to convert 
power from the high voltage batteries into low-voltage power. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 38 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for X2 Power Group 31 Batteries , to be used in 

place of Page TS-24, 14.2 Battery, 14.2a Deka batteries (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses X2 Power Group 31 house batteries. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Low voltage batteries. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The X2 Power Group 31 batteries provide similar performance as the Deka house batteries.  
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 39 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for battery tray material and partial extension, to be 

used in place of Page TS-24, 14.3 Battery Terminals/Wiring/Protection (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst low-voltage battery tray is manufactured out of a corrosion resistant 
material and can extend partially while the battery cables are connected.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Battery tray. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The battery tray can be partially extended while the cables are connected, but not fully 
extended.  There is ample room service the batteries with the partial extension. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 40 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for _the Multi-Plex System   , to be used in place of 

Page TS-25, 14.3 Battery Terminals/Wiring/Protection, 14.3.d disconnect switch, (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst battery disconnect switch is located in an outdoor compartment 
although it’s not totally sealed. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Battery disconnect switch. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
D. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

E. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
F. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The battery disconnect switch is an outdoor rated switch behind an access panel. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 41 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for emergency flashers driven by controls system, to 

be used in place of Page TS-25, 14.3 Battery Terminals/Wiring/Protection, 14.3.d 
emergency flashers, (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-
11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst emergency flashers are powered through our vehicle controls system 
which must be powered on to use. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Emergency flashers. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
G. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

H. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
I. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Proterra’s standard electrical design uses the flashers as a wake-up to the system when 
turning the vehicle on. Redesigning for a discreet power supply to the emergency flashers 
would be cost prohibitive. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 42 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a Kibes multiplex system provided by 

Continental VDO, to be used in place of Page TS-26, 14.7 Multi-Plex System Electrical, I/O 
Controls Dinex (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a Continental VDO Kibes Multi-Plex system that uses 
Continental VDO system style connectors in lieu of I/O Controls Dinex and a “ring loop” 
hookup.  
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Multiplex controls system. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
J. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 
 

K. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 
Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
L. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 84 

 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Houses all of Proterra’s proprietary controls software and allows for excellent diagnostic 
tools to be deployed either through a plug-in diagnostic tool or on-dash display.  Additionally 
the Kibes system has a much simpler architecture than many of its competitors. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 43 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for routing under vehicle harnesses in loom only, to 

be used in place of Page TS-27, 14.8 Wiring, 14.8.d. under coach wiring in sealed flexible 
plastic conduit (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles have protective coverings over the high voltage wiring from 
the battery packs and for wiring to the ProDrive area where the traction motor, transmission, 
and air system is located. The only exposed wiring in loom only is a short span of wiring in 
the front of the coach to the power steering system. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Under coach wiring protection. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:  
The Proterra design sufficiently protects wiring under the coach from the elements. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
 

  

View of Underbody of Coach 

Protection to the elements 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 44 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for not coating the pins/sockets of sealed connectors 

with dielectric grease, to be used in place of Page TS-27, 14.8 Wiring, H. Connector 
terminals shall be coated with approved dielectric grease (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra does not currently coat sealed connectors with dielectric grease. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Sealed connectors. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Proterra is concerned that adding dielectric grease to the already sealed connectors could 
compromise the connections which were designed specifically to keep intrusions from the 
connection. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 45 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for having no weather proof junction box under the 

farebox mounting plate, to be used in place of Page TS-28, 14.10 Farebox Wiring and 
Mounting, 14.10.a weather proof junction box (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles do not have a weather proof junction box under our farebox 
platform.  
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Electrical provisioning for the farebox. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The farebox wiring comes from under the walking floor, which is a weather protected area 
that exists between the bottom of the composite body and the composite walking floor 
(where the farebox platform is). No weatherproof junction box is therefore required. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 46 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Proterra’s standard customer equipment 

cabinet, to be used in place of Page TS-28, 14.11 AVL, Camera and Communications 
Power Supply and Cabling, 14.11.a. Sliding Plywood Shelves (list technical specification or 
other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles have a location above the street side wheel well that is 
designated for customer electronic equipment. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Customer electronics cabinet. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Proterra standard customer electronics cabinet provides enough space for standard 
amounts of customer equipment typically installed on customer vehicles, i.e. ITS, 
Surveillance, Communications equipment, etc… 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the approved 
deviation/substitution request. 

 

  

Top view of cabinet of the same 
example customer layout 

View of Proterra’s electronic cabinet 
and a typical customer installation 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 47 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a Roxtec conduit sealing system pass 

through, to be used in place of Page TS-28, 14.11 AVL, Camera and Communications 
Power Supply and Cabling, 14.11.a. 0.75 inch inside diameter conduit (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra uses a Roxtec connector instead of conduit when passing antenna cabling from the 
roof into the interior of bus. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Cable pass-through. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Roxtec product is superior to a standard conduit pass-through. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 48 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Proterra’s standard side console and 

instrument panel, to be used in place of Page TS-29, 14.12 Console Assembly and 
Instrument Panel (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, 
title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Request to authorize Proterra’s standard side console and instrument panel as detailed 
herein instead of the requirement from the RFP. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Side console and instrument panel. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 
 

C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 
Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Proterra’s side console and instrument panel were designed to be similar to existing heavy-
duty bus designs in order to make operators feel comfortable behind the steering wheel.  
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 49 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a push button door control, to be used in 

place of Page TS-31, 14.13 Door Electrical, 14.13.b door-control handle (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Doors on the Proterra Catalyst vehicles are opened and closed using a push button on the 
side console. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Open and close the door. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Proterra push button controls offer the same functionality as the door-control handle. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 50 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a NAPA Horn, to be used in place of Page 

TS-32, 14.15 Horn, Fiamm Technologies Inc. 12 Volt horns   (list technical specification or 
other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:   
Use Proterra’s standard 12 Volt horn from NAPA. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Horn. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Same functionality with Proterra’s standard horn. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 51 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Deutsch and Molex series connectors on 

exterior lights, to be used in place of Page TS-33, 14.17 Exterior Lighting, 14.17.g Packard 
Weather Pak Connectors (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page 
TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra Catalyst vehicles use automotive grade Deutsch and Molex series connectors on 
our exterior lights. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Connectors for exterior lights. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Proterra’s standard Deutsch and Molex series connecters offer similar function and benefit 
as the connectors required by the specification. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 52 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for Hadley overhead the Interior Lighting   , to be 

used in place of Page TS-34, 14.18 Interior Lighting, 14.18.a Dinex interior lighting   (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a Hadley XD Overhead system with integrated LED lighting. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Interior lighting. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Proterra Catalyst vehicles are equipped with a Hadley XD overhead system that 
provides LED lighting with same / similar functionality to the Dinex overhead interior lighting 
system. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 

 

  



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 106 

 

REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 53 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a Hella driver overhead light, to be used in 

place of Page TS-35, 14.18 Interior Lighting, 14.18.i Xantech Model 107276 driver’s light, 
(list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, 
item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles use a driver’s light from Hella with control switch on the left-hand 
arm rest.  
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Driver’s overhead light. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Hella light provides the same functionality as the Xantech light. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 54 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for not using any additional insulation material, to be 

used in place of Page TS-37, 15.5 Insulation, roof, sidewall, and engine compartment 
insulation (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, 
subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst has a composite body that provides even better insulation 
performance than adding insulation to a metal body bus.  
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Insulation. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Composite body offers better U-factor properties. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 55 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for a composite, monocoque body, to be used in 

place of Page TS-36, Construction: 15.2 Chassis (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles are made with a durable, light-weight composite body. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Primary structure for the bus. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The composite body is the backbone of the Proterra Catalyst vehicles, both in terms of 
serving as the body structure which everything else connects to and in terms of allowing 
Proterra to have the most efficient, lightest weight electric buses on the market. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 56 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for rear ditch extraction only, to be used in place of 

Page TS-36, Construction: Chassis 15.2.d, rear towing (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles were designed to support rear ditch extraction, but not 
necessarily rear towing.  If the rear axle locks, the bus can be towed via a flatbed trailer. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Rear towing. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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Adding in true rear towing capability would require significant redesign and therefore 
additional cost and time. 

 
7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 57 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using our Hellermanntyton heavy-duty cable 

management system, to be used in place of Page TS-36, 15.2 Construction: Chassis, 15.2.f 
PVC tubing as protective conduit for wires and cables   (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst vehicles use a Hellermanntyton heavy-duty cable management 
system, consisting of Hellermanntyton clamps spaced approximately 18” apart instead of 
PVC piping.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Secure cabling in underbody. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Secures the wires and cables under the vehicle, most of which are protected behind panels 
or by the belly pan. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 58 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Composite flooring, to be used in place of 

Page TS-37, 15.6 Flooring: Plywood or approved composite material (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Request authorization to use our composite walking floor. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Interior floor. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Same benefit as plywood, although lighter and more durable. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 59 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for not having distinct water-deflecting roof gutters   , 

to be used in place of Page TS-38, 15.12 Drip Moldings (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles employ a uniquely designed roof profile that channels water 
away from passenger entrance and exit areas. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Water deflection from the roof. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Provide similar functionality via the body design and roof profile. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 60 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for not providing sealed externally accessible 

electrical compartments, to be used in place of Page TS-39, 15.13 Access Panels, 15.13.i 
sealed electrical compartments, (list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. 
page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra utilizes outdoor rated components behind access panels, although the 
compartment is not completely sealed. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Electrical compartments 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The combination of outdoor rated components and access doors mitigate any risk from not 
completely sealing the externally accessible electrical compartments. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 61 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of a one-piece windshield, to be used in place 

of Page TS-41, 16.1 Windshield (two-piece) (list technical specification or other reference 
number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses a one-piece windshield design.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Windshield. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The one-piece windshield offers better vehicle efficiency through improved aerodynamics, 
and a better (larger) operator’s viewing area.  Additionally, Proterra has patented the rubber 
gasket used to install the windshield, meaning no epoxy / sealants are used during install. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 62 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for the use of Arow Global flush windows, to be used 

in place of Page TS-41, 16.3 Side Windows, 16.3.a Ricon windows (list technical 
specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses Storm-Tite Flush windows manufactured by Arow Global. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Passenger Windows. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Arow Global windows provide similar functionality as the specified Ricon windows. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 63 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for use of Ventura Systems pneumatic doors, to be 

used in place of Page TS-42, 17 Passenger Doors, 17.1.c and 17.2.b Vapor doors (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst standard door options include Ventura pneumatic and Ventura electric 
doors (at a higher cost).   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Doors. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 127 

 

The Proterra Catalyst vehicles are designed to accommodate the Ventura doors and using a 
Vapor door would require body changes only possible by tooling changes at the body 
manufacturer. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 

  

  Front / Entrance Door 

Rear / Exit Door 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 64 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using a push button door control, to be used in 

place of Page TS-43, 17.3 Door Controls and Interlocks (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
See Request for Approved Deviation No. 49 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: See Request for Approved Deviation No. 49 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
See Request for Approved Deviation No. 49 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. See Request for Approved Deviation No. 49 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 65 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for using Hadley B&R adjustable external mirrors, to 

be used in place of Page TS-43, 18 Exterior Mirrors, 18.2.a. adjustable Metagal mirrors (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
The Proterra Catalyst uses Hadley B&R remote adjustable, heated external mirrors with 
LED turn lights 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: External mirrors. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
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The Hadley B&R mirrors provide the same or better functionality than the specified Metagal 
mirrors. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. N/A 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 66 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for Kydex cool grey ceiling panels, to be used in 

place of Page TS-45, 19.4 Interior Trim, Melamine panels in Wilson Art Frosty White (list 
technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles are equipped with Kydex cool grey ceiling panels. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Ceiling panels. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
The Kydex ceiling panels are FMVSS 302 certified and provide same functionality as the 
Melamine ceiling panels. 
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7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 

approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 67 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for Kydex cool grey sidewall panels, to be used in 

place of Page TS-45, 19.4 Interior Trim, 19.4.c Melamine side wall panels in Nepal Teak   
(list technical specification or other reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, 
item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s Catalyst vehicles are equipped with Kydex cool grey sidewall panels. 
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: Sidewall panels. 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
 

6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   



1815 Rollins Road, Burlingame CA 94010 
LAVTA RFP #2015-08 

 
 

 
 Proterra Request for Approved Deviations 
 Page No. 135 

 

The Kydex sidewall panels are FMVSS 302 certified and provide same functionality as the 
Melamine sidewall panels. 
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVED DEVIATIONS - 68 
 

IMPORTANT: USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH SEPARATE SOLICITATION, 
PROVISION, OR SPECIFICATION ITEM REQUEST. COPY THIS FORM AS NEEDED.  
 
LAVTA requires that all prospective bidders completely fill out and attach this form with every 
separate specification item request for an Approved Deviation pertaining to this Contract. 
Failure to completely fill out this form and submit with the request may result in denial of the 
request. Any further information that may be useful in reviewing such a request should also be 
attached to this form.  
 
1. Approved deviation is being requested for Proterra’s HVAC system and dual cylinder 

compressor provided by Eberspächer, to be used in place of Page TS-65, 22. Heating, 
Defrosting, Ventilating, & Air Conditioning Systems (list technical specification or other 
reference number, [e.g. page TS-11, title, subsection, item]).  
 

2. Description of approved deviation request/substitution:  
Proterra’s vehicles were designed from a clean sheet, allowing us to find the optimal HVAC 
system for our electric bus. The unit we selected from Eberspächer allows us to maximize 
efficiency and performance. Additionally, this unit allows us to cool the energy storage 
system and the primary electronic devices.   
 
This deviation request only applies to Category 2 vehicles. 

3. Product purpose: HVAC 
 
4. Does this proposed approved deviation request/substitution meet all applicable federal, 

state and local laws and regulations? (If NO, please explain): YES 
 
5. List three (3) commercial firms within the United States, which have used the proposed 

approved deviation request/substitution (list California properties first): 
 
A. Company Name: Foothill Transit 

Street Address: 100 S. Vincent Avenue, Suite 200 
City/State/Zip Code: West Covina, CA 91790 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 626-931-7200 
Name of Contact Person: Doran Barnes, Executive Director 

 
B. Company Name: San Joaquin RTD 

Street Address: PO Box 201010 
City/State/Zip Code: Stockton, CA 95201 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 209-467-6612 
Name of Contact Person: Donna DeMartino, General Manager/CEO 

 
C. Company Name: King County Metro Transit 

Street Address: 201 S. Jackson Street 
City/State/Zip Code: Seattle, WA 98104 
Area Code/Telephone No.: 206-477-6876 
Name of Contact Person: George Stites, Battery-Electric Program Manager 
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6. List the benefits and any other reason why LAVTA should approve this request for approved 
deviation/substitution:   
Maximizing efficiency by selecting the right, proven HVAC system that can tackle many 
issues with the same system allows the Proterra Catalyst to be the most efficient electric bus 
on the market.   
 

7. Attach pertinent test data, technical data, and background information on the 
approved deviation/substitution request. 
 

 

 


